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BFP Call for Poems
BFP Books (Black Freighter Productions) is collecting poems for its poetry 
anthology series, Poetic Hustles, Volume 2: Life Matters. 

Synopsis of Project:
The primary aesthetic of Life Matters is transparency. BFP is looking for 
poetry that is “gettable.” We are not interested in the cryptic or unexplain-
able. Your work can be sophisticated, complicated, and difficult, but it must 
be explained. Of course, your work will remain self-sufficient. We value your 
art as your creation, but we still want to share all of that creative expression 
in a way that readers of the anthology will understand. 

All of this thinking applied means that you’ll need to send an explanation 
along with your poem. It does not need to be exhaustive, but it certainly 
needs to answer the who, what, when, where, why of your poetry.  If you 
need an example of this, please write us at bfpsubmissions@bfpbooks.biz, 
and we’ll get one over to you.

What’s the Significance of the Title?
Life Matters is respectfully not associated with any of the Lives Matters move-
ments; this does not mean it is not impressed by them. Thinking from that 
worldview, for the Life Matters anthology, we are especially interested in 
poetry that is in defense of life—life in all its variations. To put some context 
to this, think of Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs and Kobi Kambon’s definition of 
culture; if your poetry has anything to do with life and living, please send it. 
Again, we must stress, any matter regarding any life subject is welcome. So, 
we await with bated breath your poem about your embodiment of a bunny, 
or a fetus, or a tree losing its leaves. 

It is also important that your work has an aim. As an anthology, Life Matters 
aims to broaden everyday definitions of life and bring awareness to life and 
life matters in all its multifaceted forms.  

Be the revolution for our world
turn yourself into yourself
and then onto this disordered world
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What is the submission period?
January 1, 2016 - April 18, 2016

Is there an entry fee?
No.

How many poems may I submit?
2 (maximum)

Compansation:
Two cents per word (poem only, up to $10),
free contributor’s copy, professional
representation (within the context of
this project).

What information should I email
along with my submission?:
1) Full name (and pen name)

2) Contact information 
     (email, phone, social media ID) 

3) Title of work

4) Word count

5) Explanation of the poem
     300 words (maximum)

When will I receive a response?
You will receive a receipt response within
forty-eight hours of your submission. 

You will receive a response about
our determination of your work during 
May 2016.

Can I submit previously published
material?
Yes. However, the poem cannot be under 
any form of an exclusive contract  with
another publisher.

Will the anthology be a printed book, 
where will it be sold, when will it be
released?
Yes, the printed book will be available for
sale via most major online retailers.

The scheduled release date is December
2016.
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