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Suluhu Meets the Bully was created by:

The C.R.I.M.E. Teens 

Writers: Kenyatti Hellum, Domonique Ratcliff, 
Kevin Ratcliff, Monique Ratcliff, Tevin Ratcliff, 
Desiree Tellis, Daria Siler, Larissa Wells, 
LaTierra Wells

Illustrators: Victoria DeLeon, Madeline Finn & 
Leslie Villagrana

Adult Allies: Jeffrey Bulanda, Ph.D., LCSW, 
Rachel Kibblesmith, MSW, Katherine Tyson 
McCrea, Ph.D.

The C.R.I.M.E. Teens Project (Compassion, Respect, Inspiration, Motivation, Empathy) is a grassroots 
organization developed from a youth led violence prevention initiative. The C.R.I.M.E. Project was 
started by a group of teens and adult supporters in Chicago who wanted to be a proactive organization 
that dealt with issues that affect both kids and adults such as violence, bullying, self esteem, and more. 
Since the group’s inception in 2009, the C.R.I.M.E. Teens have given a number of presentations in the 
Chicagoland area at elementary and middle schools, colleges, and professional organization. The 
presentations focus on issues that the C.R.I.M.E. Teens feel affect most kids, and how kids, adolescents, 
and adults can work together to create solutions. This is the second book that the C.R.I.M.E. Teens have 
co-authored and it is their first children’s book.

This book tells the story of Suluhu, our three-headed peace dragon, who finds that on his first day of 
school, being the only dragon that looks different can be quite challenging indeed! Suluhu encounters 
the school bully and uses the peaceful solutions that have been passed down by the C.R.I.M.E. Teens to 
prevent violence from occurring.

The C.R.I.M.E. Project would like to thank all their partners who have supported them in making this 
happen and hope that you will enjoy learning how to put your heads together to help solve conflict 
and pass on the peace! 

For more information about bullying please visit: www.stopbullying.gov

Funding for this material was provided through the Illinois Violence Prevention Authority (IVPA).  The views and 
statements expressed here do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the IVPA.
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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to anyone who has ever had to deal with bullying.
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Once upon a time, a mother waited for her egg to hatch.
When the egg cracked, her head she did scratch.

You see she was surprised
when she saw six eyes.



Suluhu Meets the Bully

7

She blinked hard and counted:
One spikey tail,
two wings,
and THREE heads!
That all came out of one egg!

The silly one was Su.
The little girl was Lu.
The smarty was Hu.

All together they were

SULUHU!
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Though they had rhyming names,
they were not the same.

They all had different brains!

Su liked playing with a jack-in-the-box.

Lu liked to be the boss.
She had a temper like hot sauce. 

While Hu liked reading books like,
The Fantastic Mr. Fox.
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Off to school for the first time at Dragon’s Bay,
as they flew away,
their mom said, “Have a beautiful day!”
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While walking toward the school,
they wondered if they would be cool.
When they got inside the teacher smiled and said, 
“Welcome to class, Suluhu!”
However, the other dragons laughed, 
so Su, Lu, and Hu felt like fools.
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They wanted to fit in, 
but they had three heads, 
and they started to wish 

they had stayed home in bed.
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The teacher said, “Go on and sit.” 

Suluhu went to their desk...
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The other dragons pointed, whispered, and laughed,
and said they were too clumsy to be their friends.

but they could not fit!
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After making quite a mess,
Suluhu finally fit in their desk.
But before they could worry about what would come next 
their teacher said, “It’s time for recess.”
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When they finally got outside to play
a dragon named Kuwali pushed them out of the way.

Kuwali said, “Who wants to play dragon ball?  
Let’s pick teams. Line up on the wall!”

Su, Lu, and Hu asked, “What’s this game about?”
But Kuwali ignored them and said, 

“Let’s leave them out.”
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The other dragons went off to have fun while Su, 
Lu, and Hu were left with no one.
Suddenly Kuwali threw the ball at Su’s face.
Su tried to duck but couldn’t pick up the pace!
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An eighth-grader ran over when she heard Su cry
and saw that Hu had a big bump on his eye.

She pulled Suluhu away and told them, 
“Try to make it through the day.”

Suluhu was able to keep it together.
At the end of the day, she told them, 

“Go home and think about how you can make tomorrow better.”
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When Suluhu got home they went to their room
and talked about how to get over their problem soon.
Lu said, “Tomorrow let’s be ready to fight!”
Su said, “No Lu, you know that’s not right.”
And Hu finally said, “We have to make a plan, 
because we all know Kuwali has too much might.”
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Suluhu’s mom came to tell them it was dinnertime,
when she heard Suluhu talking and crying.

Mom opened the door and said, 
“Who’s messing with you? 

Come sit with me and we’ll figure out what to do.”
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Suluhu told their mom about Kuwali and asked, 
“What should we do, Mommy? Can you help us, fast!”

Their mom stopped and said, 
“Don’t let anger and fear get the best of you. 
What did the C.R.I.M.E. Teens tell you to do?”

Su said, “The C.R.I.M.E Teens told us to 
replace violence with Compassion, Respect, 
Inspiration, Motivation, and Empathy.” 
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Then Lu said, “Yes, let’s have compassion 
and respectfully ask Kuwali why he treats us badly.” 

Hu agreed and said, “Yeah, let’s be inspired to stand
up for ourselves and motivate others to treat us well.

Then their mom said, “This is a great plan. Kuwali 
may not understand what he’s doing, by using 

empathy you all may win him over to you and then 
have the power to show him what to do.
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The next morning Suluhu woke 
up to face the day.
They thought about going to 
school and the price they might 
pay, but to that they said, 

“Whatever!”
They realized that 
Compassion, Respect, 
Inspiration, Motivation 
and Empathy made them 
smarter and stronger, 
and that with it they could 
teach Kuwali how to do better.
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When they got to school, 
Kuwali was standing there.
Suluhu made sure all was safe and walked 
up to him and were not scared. 
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Suluhu asked Kuwali, 
Have we done something 
that was not right, did we 
spook you, or cause you 
fright?

Kuwali laughed and said,
“Just be ready to fight.”
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Hu said, “You are bullying us. Bullying is wrong.” 

Suluhu said, “That’s not something 
we’re gonna take. Stop bothering us for 
goodness sake! If you bully us again 
we’re going to yell. We’re not gonna 
stand for this. We’ll tell!”

Kuwali said, “Who 
cares?  I’ll still 
bounce you like a 
ping pong!”
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The other dragons saw Suluhu 
standing up to Kuwali 
and gathered around. 
They joined in and said, 
“Kuwali, do not  
bully any of us anymore.
You either play nice, 
or follow the hall to the principal’s door!” 

Kuwali looked at their faces and felt so bad.
He said, “I’m sorry for what I’ve done.

I just wanted to have some fun.
I will never bully any of you again.

I didn’t understand that’s how you lose friends.  
I promise I will do right. 

Let’s get along. Let’s not fight.”

Then all the dragons said, 
“Let’s each do our part to make this day fun.”

Afterward, Suluhu and all their new friends 
and Kuwali went out for dragon runs.




